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Preface

Body MR imaging

Body MR imaging applications continue to grow at
a rapid pace. In our hospital, the number of examina-
tions performed is limited primarily by the number of
MR scanners available. Body MR imaging continues
to be one of the largest areas of growth in terms of the
percentage of examinations performed. Fellows apply-
ing for training in diagnostic imaging are highly
interested in body MR imaging facilities at various
hospitals and consider body MR imaging as a leading
reason for selecting their fellowship programs. Tra-
ditional textbooks on the subject, however, have
difficulty keeping pace with the rapidly changing
nature of imaging in this field. It is for these reasons
that this issue of the Radiologic Clinics of North
America focuses on body MR imaging applications.

Recently, outstanding advances in body MR meth-
ods have resulted in an increase in the use of MR for
patients with a variety of suspected diseases. For ex-
ample, new contrast agents are now available for use in
hepatic imaging, and advanced clinical trials for intra-
vascular contrast agents are taking place. Faster pulse
sequences that result in improved image quality with
higher resolution are available; these have helped to
control problems of motion in the chest and abdomen.
Entirely new applications that barely existed several
years ago, such as MR cholangiopancreatography,
adrenal, and breast MR imaging, are widely requested
by referring physicians. Cardiac MR imaging is of
great interest and is developing rapidly.
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The complexity of these newer applications
remains a challenge for both radiologists and tech-
nologists, because comprehensive information is
usually not readily available in the literature. Increas-
ingly, referring physicians or patients themselves are
requesting the latest MR methods and applications
from radiologists. For these reasons, an issue devoted
to body MR imaging should serve to update both the
practicing clinician and academician on a wide range
of established and novel methods. The authors chosen
for these articles are experienced in their fields
and have a broad range of expertise. This is a unique
opportunity to present an up-to-date summary of
the most widely applied applications in body
MR imaging.

I would like to thank all of the authors for their
outstanding efforts to assemble this issue of the
Radiologic Clinics of North America. In addition, I
wish to thank Barton Dudlick for the support he
provided to me as this issue was being planned and
prepared. It is my hope that readers will find this
issue a valuable resource in their current practice.

David A. Bluemke, MD, PhD

The Russell H. Morgan Department of Radiology
and Radiological Sciences

Johns Hopkins Hospital

600 North Wolfe Street, MRI 143

Baltimore, MD 21287, USA

0033-8389/03/$ — see front matter © 2003, Elsevier Science (USA). All rights reserved.

PII: S0033-8389(02)00125-2



