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R
ehabilitation and physical therapy for humans is a well-known discipline,
and its positive effects have been well documented. Historically, little at-
tention has been given to veterinary patients needing these services. Re-

habilitation and physical therapy in veterinary medicine, however, is rapidly
becoming a recognized discipline and is being sought after as a service by vet-
erinary professionals and owners. There is a tremendous interest on the part of
veterinary caregivers to investigate and provide rehabilitation and therapy fol-
lowing injury, surgery, and illness. Techniques used in human physical therapy
are being adapted for use in small animal patients, and their effectiveness is be-
ing studied.

The intent of this issue is to present a practical approach to rehabilitation of
small animals as well as the science and research behind it. After an article in-
troducing the principles of rehabilitation, the biomechanics of physical therapy,
manual therapy, physical modalities, and emerging modalities are presented.
Information on rehabilitation and physical therapy of specific patients follows,
including sporting dogs, orthopedic, neurologic, and medically compromised
patients and patients that have wounds. The issue concludes with an article
on the logistics of companion animal rehabilitation in small animal practice.

We would like to thank the authors who have contributed their time, ex-
pertise, and experience to this issue. Particular credit goes to John Vassallo
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at Saunders for his help and patience in assembling the issue. We would also
like to express our gratitude to our families and colleagues for their support.
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