CORRESPONDENCE

IMAGES IN EMERGENCY MEDICINE (continued from p. 783)

Diagnosis:

Generalized Vaccinia

Generalized vaccinia is a rare (250 cases per 1 million vaccinations') complication of the smallpox vaccine, which
contains a live virus (vaccinia) that confers immunity to the variola virus (smallpox). It is secondary to viremia and
usually has a benign course. Most lesions occur within a week of vaccination and may appear on any part of the
body. The differential diagnosis includes erythma multiforme, eczema vaccinatum, progressive vaccinia, varicella,
and variola itself.2 Most patients with generalized vaccinia do not require admission. Severe cases with numerous or
recurrent lesions or immunocompromised patients may require vaccinia immunoglobulin. In all cases, prompt referral
to an infectious disease specialist is recommended.
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