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An 87-year-old woman presented because of decreasing mental status and anorexia over 4 days. She had a history of diabetes
mellitus and dementia. Her examination results were remarkable for tachycardia and diffuse abdominal tenderness. She was anuric on
the placement of Foley catheter, and her serum creatinine level was elevated. An abdominal computed tomography without contrast
enhancement (Figure 1 and 2) was obtained.

Figure 1. The computed tomography reveals extensive gas accumulation in the parenchyma and perinephric structures of
the right kidney, including the renal vein and inferior vena cava.

Figure 2. A near-complete destruction of the right kidney is observed in a more caudal section. Used with permission of
Cynthia H. Moon, MD, SUNY Downstate Medical Center, Brooklyn, NY.
For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 357.
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