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Preface

Obstetric and gynecologic emergencies

Guest Editors

The management of the female presenting to the emergency department

with obstetric or gynecologic complaints is an obvious and expected

occurrence in everyday life in emergency medicine. Emergency physicians

must be capable of addressing and managing life-threatening entities in this
large patient subgroup. In this issue of the Emergency Medicine Clinics of

North America, we once again emphasize that every female presenting with

abdominal pain is pregnant and has an ectopic pregnancy until proven oth-

erwise. We take one more step forward and illustrate how we can rule out

ectopic pregnancy with advanced techniques employing ultrasonography.

We outline an efficient method of managing the sexually assaulted woman,

examine a different approach to miscarriage, discuss vaginal bleeding in the

nonpregnant female, and review emergency delivery, among many other
topics.

In our long list of thanks and appreciation, we first thank our families,

friends, and colleagues who hopefully will forgive us for our tiny vanities

and madness to produce this issue. We thank our authors who sacrificed

countless hours writing, rewriting, and reorganizing their articles. It has

once again been a pleasure and an honor to work with so many outstanding
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individuals. Finally, we thank Karen Sorensen for her patience, support,

and friendly reminders for us to complete this issue.

Marco Coppola, DO, FACEP, FAAEM

Department of Emergency Medicine

Texas A&M University System Health Science Center

Temple, TX 76508, USA

E-mail address: drmarcocoppola@aol.com

David A. Della-Giustina, MD, FACEP
Department of Emergency Medicine

Madigan Army Medical Center

Tacoma, WA 98431, USA

E-mail address: David.Della-Giustina@nw.amedd.army.mil

mailto:drmarcocoppola@aol.com
mailto:David.Della-Giustina@nw.amedd.army.mil

