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“The unofficial mantra of the specialty of emergency medicine is ‘A-B-C: airway,
breath sounds, circulation.’””! Though simplistic, this mantra emphasizes the appropri-
ate priority for management of critically ill patients. From the very beginning in learning
about emergency medicine, students and house officers learn that concerns about
a patient’s airway must precede all other issues. Loss of a patient’s airway produces
a more rapid transit to the morgue than any other condition. Consequently, proper
training in management and protection of the airway is considered one of the most ba-
sic, yet critical, skills of any emergency physician. Virtually all emergency medicine
training programs employ basic anesthesia rotations, skills labs utilizing fresh cadavers
or simulation mannequins, advanced trauma airway rotations, and other assorted
methods of airway training. Educational sessions in airway management are widely
available for experienced emergency physicians as well—every year in the US and
around the world, emergency medicine continuing medical education conferences
offer numerous advanced lectures and training workshops in airway management.
It would certainly be appropriate to amend the mantra of emergency medicine to
A-A-A: airway, airway, airway! All other organ systems and concerns must usually
take a backseat.

In this issue of Emergency Medicine Clinics of North America, Guest Editor
Dr. Sharon Mace has assembled an outstanding group of physicians to provide an
invaluable resource to update and advance our knowledge and skills in airway man-
agement. The articles are split into several sections, including methods of monitoring
the airway, emerging therapies, and advanced intubation techniques. The authors ad-
dress some of the basics in this issue, but the overall focus is on advanced modal-
ities; consequently, there are multiple articles that focus on difficult and failed
airways.

This issue represents an important contribution to education and clinical practice in
emergency medicine. In itself, this issue constitutes a full reading curriculum for any-
one that is beyond the basics of airway management and wants to advance to
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amuch higher level. This curriculum is certain to improve the care of our patients in the
emergency department. Our thanks go to Dr. Mace and all of the authors in this
outstanding issue.
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