VETERINARY
Easles CLINICS
ELSEVIER Food Animal Practice
SAUNDERS

Vet Clin Food Anim 22 (2006) xi—xii

Preface

Stocker Cattle Management

Mark F. Spire, DVM, MS Robert A. Smith, DVM, MS
Guest Editors

The stocker/backgrounder operation plays a significant role in the cattle
industry. It provides a transition in a calf’s life from its place of birth to
placement in a confined feeding operation. To compete successfully in this
segment of the industry, a producer must understand forage management,
economics, animal husbandry, and animal health issues. For veterinarians
to provide beneficial service to this segment of the industry, they must be
well versed in all aspects of stocker management.

We have asked the contributors to this issue to provide veterinarians in-
formation concerning the most recent advances in the art and science of
managing a stocker operation. These authors are experts in their fields.
We are indebted to them for providing sound science and years of experi-
ence to readers over a broad range of topics—from procurement, transpor-
tation, economics, forage and range management to health programs and
record analysis. They have committed a significant amount of time to this
effort. We truly thank them for their fine work.

We hope readers find the information timely, practical, and well adapted
to their efforts to support an important segment of cattle industry. On
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behalf of the entire Elsevier publishing team, particularly John Vassallo for
shepherding this project, we hope you enjoy the final product.
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