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Podiatry

Guest Editor

The importance of understanding the myriad of foot problems and the
practice and art of farriery are obvious in veterinary medicine. Foot prob-
lems are generally regarded as the most common cause of lameness in
horses. The old adage, ‘‘no foot, no horse,’’ takes on new meaning if we con-
sider the value of the horses we treat and the constant rigors placed on this
structure (ie, the hoof) in their unending pursuit of high-level competition. I
believe it safe to say that not a day goes by in the life of an equine practi-
tioner that does not involve the examination of at least one foot on a horse
or foal. The challenge is further compounded by the fact that knowledge
and expertise in podiatry is shared by three professions (equine practi-
tioners, scientists, and farriers), and as such the information trails do not
always intersect. Unfortunately, the factual information base assigned to the
equine foot is incredibly scant when weighed against its importance. Much of
what is thought, practiced, and even taught is based on tradition and opin-
ion rather than fact, research, or sound, long-term clinical impressions.

The authors assembled for this issue of the Veterinary Clinics of North
America: Equine Practice hail from both the university setting and private
practice. They are all students of podiatry and have presented the most cur-
rent information available in a concise, practical manner. I owe them a debt
of gratitude. The theme that is emphasized throughout this issue is ‘‘back to
the basics.’’ Understanding the basic principles of podiatry allows the prac-
titioner/farrier to manage the hoof in such a manner as to prevent hoof dis-
ease, maintain a sound horse, and implement therapeutic shoeing when
necessary. As cooperation and the relationship between the veterinary and
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farrier professions continue to grow and improve, it is hoped that the infor-
mation contained within these pages will enhance this process.

Special thanks go to W.B. Saunders and especially John Vassallo for his
incredible patience and skillful guidance, both of which made this issue pos-
sible. I would like to recognize three people who continue to influence my
life: Hall of Fame farrier Joe Pierce, who shaped my podiatry career; Janet
Burke, who teaches me the joys of friendship; and my daughter, Jendaya
Regina O’Grady, who is truly a gift from God.
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