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The Pediatric Health Care Home
The National Association of Pediatric
Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP) is a
professional organization that advo-
cates for children’s health. NAPNAP
believes that children’s health care
should be accessible, comprehensive,
coordinated, culturally sensitive, and
focused on the overall well-being of the
child within the family. NAPNAP ad-
vocates that child health care be pro-
vided by pediatric health care provid-
ers within a “Pediatric Health Care
Home.” 

NAPNAP believes that all children
(infants through young adults) must
have access to comprehensive health
care by the pediatric health care profes-
sional of choice to ensure optimal health
(NAPNAP, 2001). NAPNAP supports

the comprehensive list of services iden-
tified by the American Academy of Pe-
diatrics (AAP, 2002) as those that
should be available for all children. Ad-
ditionally, NAPNAP believes that the
services should be provided in a child
health care home, where all pediatric
health care providers have a collabora-
tive role. The child health care home is a
place where children and their families
receive health promotion, reinforce-
ment of positive parenting behaviors,
parent education, anticipatory guid-
ance, behavioral consultation, nutrition
and safety education, developmental
assessments and referral, and commu-
nity resource connections, in addition
to the management of illness. Through
childhood and young adulthood, em-
phasis should be on comprehensive

health care services provided by quali-
fied health care professionals in a coor-
dinated child health care home.

NAPNAP believes that the PNP is an
appropriate coordinator of the child’s
health care home and is qualified to
provide direct health care, advocate for
the child, make appropriate referrals,
and remain responsible for the health
care that is provided. 
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