f

ELSEVIER

Women'’s Health Issues 20 (2010) 1

WOMEN'S

HEALTH ISSUES

www.whijournal.com

EDITORS” NOTE

THE 20'™ ANNIVERSARY OF WOMEN’S HEALTH ISSUES

Anne Rossier Markus, JD, PhD, MHS, and D. Richard Mauery, MS, MPH*

The Jacobs Institute of Women’s Health, Washington, DC

Received 30 October 2009; accepted 30 October 2009

With this issue, Women’s Health Issues proudly be-
gins a year-long celebration of its 20th year of
publishing. Since its founding in 1990, the journal has
endeavored to contribute to the mission of the Jacobs
Institute of Women’s Health to:

e Identify and study women’s health care issues in-

volving the interaction of medical and social systems;

e Facilitate informed dialogue and foster awareness

among consumers and providers alike; and

e Promote problem resolution, interdisciplinary co-

ordination, and information dissemination at the
regional, national, and international levels.

It is a testament to the forward-looking perspective
of the Jacobs Institute’s founders that this mission
statement rings as true today as it did 20 years ago.
Indeed, as the field of women’s health has both broad-
ened and deepened as new topics and new research
methods have emerged, the need to contribute to in-
formed dialogue and to facilitate interdisciplinary co-
ordination by way of scholarly research and rigorous
policy analyses has taken on heightened urgency.

We begin this issue by reprinting the first Women'’s
Health Issues editorial, “Apologia,” by Founding Editor
Warren H. Pearse, MD (who continues to serve as an
Associate Editor today) to remind us why he and his
colleagues believed that another peer-reviewed journal
focused on women’s health was needed. In 1990,
Dr. Pearse was the Executive Director of the American
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists and he pro-
vided invaluable collaborative leadership to found
both the Jacobs Institute and this journal. We are in-
debted to Dr. Pearse and to many others who worked
to realize the vision of the Institute’s late benefactor,
J. Bay Jacobs, MD. It was by virtue of a generous
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bequest from Dr. Jacobs that resources were provided
to establish the Institute and this journal. Today, we
continue to build on this legacy to ensure better health
for women and their families.

We believe it fitting to note that in this issue we fea-
ture topics both new and enduring. The commentary
by Katz and Mauery and the research article by
Harville et al related to women and public health emer-
gency preparedness call attention to a developing field
of research into gender issues related to disasters, both
natural and man-made. By contrast, the commentary
and research article by Weitz et al are focused on abor-
tion, one of the most polarizing issues in health care,
policy, and politics for decades. This contrast is
emblematic of our commitment to publishing work
that reflects the intricate nexus of medicine, health ser-
vices, and health policy research that is simultaneously
thoughtful and responsive to the challenges of chang-
ing times and opportunities.

We close with a note of deep gratitude to the many peo-
ple who have contributed to the success of the Institute
and this journal. These include the past and present Insti-
tute directors and staff, board members, and advisory
committee members who have shaped and facilitated
our research and policy agenda and efforts over the years.
We greatly appreciate the many authors who have chosen
Women'’s Health Issues to publish their work and the many
peer reviewers who have donated their time and exper-
tise to ensure the rigor and quality of our published
work. We thank the many highly talented people who
have served on our Editorial Board over the years. This
year, we feature scholarly commentaries written by cur-
rent Editorial Board members that reflect the multidisci-
plinary nature of their expertise. We are also grateful for
the staff at Elsevier, Inc., our publisher, for assisting us
in producing a high-quality journal across both print
and electronic platforms. Finally, thank you to all our
readers. To echo Dr. Pearse’s words in 1990: “To you all,
good reading, good writing, and clear thinking.”
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