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It is a pleasure to put together an issue of the
Facial Plastic Surgery Clinics of North America de-
dicated to cutaneous flaps and reconstruction. This
issue is an excellent example of the whole being
greater than the sum of its parts. All of the authors are
recognized leaders in the field of facial reconstruction
and have volunteered their individual expertise for
this issue. Together, the text represents an overview
of skin lesions and the array of reconstructive options
for defects in all regions of the face.

The text begins with an introduction to cutaneous
lesions that are a common finding in many clinical
practices. A fundamental understanding of the physi-
ology of wound healing and cutaneous flaps is neces-
sary as we attempt to elevate our final results, and
this is the topic of the second article in this issue.
Many individuals prefer minimally invasive methods
of repair, so these should be considered. One article
in this issue reviews the more conservative op-
tions that can be most practical in a select population

group. Ancillary procedures such as tissue expansion
and scar revision can be extremely beneficial, and
these techniques are reviewed as well. The body of
the text is organized by facial units with the aim
of covering the full spectrum of cutaneous defects.
Our hope is that each defect that might present itself
can be found somewhere in the text with at least a
guideline for repair.

As with all such endeavors, this was possible only
with the generous contributions of each author, the
diligent perseverance of our editors, and past mentors
who paved the way.

Stephen S. Park, MD, FACS

Department of Otolaryngology—Head and
Neck Surgery

University of Virginia Health System

PO. Box 800713

Charlottesville, VA 22908-0713, USA
E-mail address: spark@yvirginia.edu

1064-7406/05/$ — see front matter © 2005 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

doi:10.1016/j.fs¢c.2004.11.001

Sfacialplastic.theclinics.com



	Local Cutaneous Flaps

